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So much has happened in the last three weeks. Like many, our CASA
offices are closed and most of our staff are all working from home.
Sadly, many of our CASA volunteers are not able to visit their children
in person like they used to because of the call for social distancing.
Have you ever considered how this uncertainty can affect a child in
foster care? When a child is removed from their home, they are also
removed from their daily rhythm and routine. They do not see the
same friends, family, teachers, doctors, etc. They do not know how
long they will be away or where they will ultimately end up. Just like
we are adjusting for the greater good, their lives are being altered for their ultimate good
but still out of their control. Just like we are searching the news for insight and direction,
these children are looking for someone to give them guidance during a difficult time.
This is where a CASA volunteer can come in. CASA volunteers get to know the child on a
deeper level. They are not there as a friend or mentor but as an advocate and a voice. They
get to know the whole situation by talking to everyone involved in the child’s life, before
and after removal from the home. Always on the mind of the CASA is permanency for the
child, whether it be going back home, guardianship with a relative, or adoption. The CASA
helps the child carry the burden of the unknown and instability of the current times and
lets them know that they are not alone.
Why not take this time to consider how you can make a difference once life returns to
normal by becoming a CASA volunteer and providing a voice for a child in need? If your are
currently a CASA, share your experience with your friends and family.
CASA of Terrebonne will continue to monitor our role in the context of the COVID-19
pandemic, responding to the direction of our judiciary and government officials and staying
in touch with each of you.
On a final note here is a quote from Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky that really sums up the current
situation and how we should react to it:
“Every hand that we don’t shake must become a phone call that we place.
Every embrace that we avoid must become a verbal expression of warmth and
concern. Every inch and every foot that we physically place between ourselves
and another must become a thought as to how we might be of help to that
other, should the need arise.”
Take care, stay safe and know that the entire staff of CASA of Terrebonne is just a phone
call away if you need anything.
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MARCH VOLUNTEER
STATISTICS:
57 VOLUNTEERS ADVOCATED FOR
86 CHILDREN
SPENT 100 HOURS AND
TRAVELED 194 MILES
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Terissa Boquet has been selected as Advocate of the month for March. Terissa
was sworn-in in May of 2012. She worked tirelessly on her case until 2015 when
she decided to take some time off to work on herself and her career. As with
all great love stories, Terissa could not stand to be away from CASA and returned at the end of 2019. She went through the process of becoming active
again, accepted her current case in December and has been extremely active
ever since. She has resorted to unique measures to supervise her teenage CASA
child when communication has been limited. She is active in her young CASA
children’s lives as well. She is one who knows how to turn a tough situation in her favor. Even
though her current case took a unique turn in the beginning, she has embraced that turn and
done her very best to maintain the best interests for her 3 CASA children. Terissa, we are so
excited to have you back. Just waiting until we can do our next stake out! Yes, in the past, Terissa
and Jenny have been known to sit at a parent or foster parent’s house until they returned due to
unreturned phone calls.
Terissa will be receiving an embroidered polo shirt donated by Shelly Toups at Artistic
Embroidery.
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Congratulations to Class #54: Brian Elliott, Beth Tabor, Alyssia Hay and Kathleen Andrews. Welcome to the CASA family! All have taken cases prior to the stay at home order and are doing their
best to make contacts with all parties.
Tim Hitt for participating in a Family Team Meeting via phone during this stay at home order. Way
to make things work through uncertainty.
Silvana Brown for attending a Family Team Meeting, writing a court report and attending a court
hearing for her CASA children.
Michael Brown for attending a court hearing for his CASA child.
Mary Bergeron, Jennifer Blanchard, Bonnie Dubina, and Brandy Naquin for accepting assignments
as Traveling Tutors for the CASA children who are struggling in school. We are extremely happy to
have them on our team.
Joni Oncale for seeing her case through to adoption for her CASA children.

To request a tutor for your CASA child, fill out the
online application on our website and we will match
your child with a Traveling Tutor.

We Appreciate Your
Commitment and
Service to CASA
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
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Swearing in ceremony with Judge Arceneaux
Class #54: Brian Elliott, Beth Tabor,
Alyssia Hay & Kathleen Andrews
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Even in these unprecedented and uncertain times, remember the crucial role a
CASA volunteer has in the life of foster
children.
To all our volunteers, you are important
and bring consistency and hope to these
children. Don’t ever forget the impact
you have.

Shown here is advocate Joni Oncale
(right) along with her CASA children and
their new adoptive mother.
Joni has advocated for these children
since May 2017 and we congratulate her
on staying on the case until it closed with
adoption.

Here are two ideas to
help you earn your
continuing education
hours:
1. Netflix series The
Trials of Gabriel
Hernandez
2. Podcast series
Finding Cleo
www.cbc.ca/
radio/findingcleo
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