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 ONE CHILD AT A TIME 

MISSION 

The mission of CASA of Terrebonne, Inc. is to be an independent and objective presence in 

the courts by speaking for the best interest of abused and neglected children of Terrebonne 

and Lafourche Parishes.   

Message from the Executive Director 
         Stacey Martin   
 

 Being with CASA now for close to 6 years, I have seen so much growth in our  

local program.  Starting out with a staff of 4 and now currently having two programs, CASA of Terrebonne 

and CASA of Lafourche, with a staff of 8.  What an amazing turn around!   

 

 Becoming Executive Director in 2008 has given me the opportunity to use my vision to bring 

CASA to the next level.  Though everyone with CASA would like to be unemployed, which would mean no 

more children being abused and neglected, the unfortunate truth is that is not the case.  One of my main  

visions while I am with CASA is to educate society on how serious a problem child abuse and neglect is in 

our community.  Everyone needs to be aware and also realize how important CASA is to our foster children.  

A CASA volunteer is not paid, they are not an attorney or social worker, a CASA volunteer is an everyday 

citizen wanting to take time out of their busy schedule to guide a child through the foster care system.  They 

want to find out through investigation what is best for this child.  Our volunteers are a very important link to 

all parties involved in the case of a foster child.  At times, our volunteers are the only constant person in a 

foster childôs life.        

 

 Another goal is to serve all children in foster care and ensure that each and every child is found a 

safe, secure, permanent home as quickly as possible.  CASA of Terrebonne, Inc. is a very strong program 

throughout.  We have a wonderful staff, volunteer base and Board of Directors.  Every person that walks 

through our doors, leaves inspired and wanting to make a change.   

 

 Everyday is a new learning experience for everyone.  Everyday another child somewhere in the 

United States is abused or neglected.  Everyday we are advocating for a child to reach some form of  

permanence and to not be raised in the foster care system.  Everyday CASA is looking for additional  

volunteers to help us in our mission.  Step forward and be a voice to keep these children from sustaining 

further abuse, and work hard to break the cycle of abuse.  Work done by CASA volunteers and staff goes so 

much further than words of the mission statement.  It comes straight from the heart!   



2008 CASA Highlights 

 42 children who entered into state custody were appointed a CASA Advocate. 

CASA served a total of 154 children who were abused or neglected. 

39 children reached safe permanent homes. 

78 Advocates volunteered. 

Advocates spent over 1070 hours with their CASA children. 

Advocates drove approximately 31,039 miles.  

to spend time with their CASA Children. 

78 Advocates appeared in court to speak up for the best interest of a CASA child. 

115 Children had a voice in court. 

CASA held 5 training courses.  

swearing in 37 new advocates to speak up for abused children. 

CASA held 9 inïservice trainings for advocates to stay connected with issues  

dealing with children and the court system. 

1004 training hours were logged by advocates. 

CASA held the fourth annual CASA for Kidz Spring Fest: A World of Fun! 

 CASAôs fourth annual CASA Draw Down was canceled due to Hurricanes Gustav 

and Ike. 

CASA of Terrebonne began the process of making CASA of Lafourche an  

independent organization.  

CASA of Lafourche established its first Advisory Board. 

CASA of Terrebonne became certified through LANO. 

CASA developed a website. 

11 staff members supported the mission of CASA. 

10 board members provided program support and leadership. 

209 individuals and groups donated funds or services to support CASAôs mission. 

90 people inquired about CASA. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

   Camille S. Babin Gloria Navarro  
    President   Vice-President 
 

   Leo Pitre   Samantha Stevens 
    Treasurer   Secretary 
 

Jake Bordelon 

Angela Caletri 

Jessica Duet 

Cheryl Martino 

Susan Nelson 

Steven Sissac 

Andreô Badeaux 

Vanessa Zeringue 

CASA STAFF 
Courtney Arceneaux(1/08-6/08) Stacey Martin(7/08-12/08) 

    Executive Director 
 

Deanna Matherne 
Program Coordinator 

 

  Keisha Neville      Nicole Wesley              Tammy Gibson  Brenda Dupre  
 Advocate Supervisor     Advocate Supervisor              Advocate Supervisor            Americorp VISTA 

              (Lafourche)         
  

  Jeri Thompson         Christine Hymel(1/08-7/08) Kathleen Robinson(8/08-9/08)

  Office Manager    Katrina Trahan(9/08-12/08) 

          Office Managers in Lafourche 

Glenn Schexnayder 

Alma Scott 

Gail Singleton 

Carolyn Smith 

Jane Stathes 

Dawn Terracina 

Alaina Thomassie 

Jeri Thompson 

Michelle Thompson 

Joy Tingle 

Gwen Trahan 

Jessica Valderrama 

Apryll Wallis 

Rose Watkins 

Nicole Wesley 

Erin White 

Ronnie Winston 

 

 

 

2008 COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE VOLUNTEERS 

Bennie Baker-Bourgeois 

Gloria Bayans 

Paula Beyer 

Paulette Binion 

Vanessa Bolman 

Luane Boudreaux 

Penny Boudreaux 

Charles Caillouet 

Maxine Carlos 

Noella Champagne 

Jennifer Cobb 

Robin Conerly 

Cindy Courville 

Karla Couvillion 

Josetta Cunningham 

Linda Howard-Curtis 

Ann Danos 

Lois Davis 

Murray Dennis 

Michael Duet 

Maria Dugas 

Mark Duplantis 

Brenda Dupre 

Leslie Dupre 

Emily Elmore 

Deborah Fortier 

Maureen Franz 

Jennifer Gerbasi 

Tina Granger 

Penny Gueniot 

Raymonda Guidroz 

Sara Guidry 

Brooks Hebert 

Rebecca Hebert 

Mona Hotchkiss 

Sara Hutchinson 

Harvey Joseph 

Dwight Kenney 

Hilda Kornegay 

Merkle ñSkipperò Kornegay, Jr. 

Celeste Landry 

Darcus Landry 

Dong Le 

Angelle LeBoeuf 

Janice Magee 

Jacqueline Malcolm 

Diana Marfil 

Ida Moore 

Christy Moss 

Susan Nelson 

Alice OôKeefe 

Jean Palmisano 

Gary Palmer 

Leslie Palmer 

Susan Price 

Tracy Purvis 

Judy Richard 

Diana Riley 

Hazel Robert 

Debby Rolando 

ADVISORY BOARD-LAFOURCHE 
 

Andreô Badeaux 
 

James Barr 
 

Timothy Butler 
 

Chad Young 
 

Mike Gauthier 
 

Gary Palmer 
 

Christine Hymel 
 

Maria Christine Robichaux 
 

Cassie Rodrigue 



2008 CASA VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH 
 

      Rose Watkins     Josetta Cunningham  Maureen Franz 

 January     February                March 
 

     Paulette Binion  Alice OôKeefe Debby Rolando    Janice Magee 

             April           May         June            July 
 

        Nicole Wesley        Linda Howard-Curtis         Leslie Dupre                                                       
 August                 September    October 

 

   Sara Hutchinson        Ida More 

                                    November        December 

Terrebonneôs Advocate of the Year 
Merkle ñSkipperò Kornegay 

 
Is a very extremely busy man.  Between his insurance consulting, being a de-
voted husband, a beloved grandfather how could he give time to a child?  Or 
should I say three male children?  Just for that reason alone he deserves this 
award.  He currently advocates for three males who are (17, 10, 8).  The 17yr 
old has given this advocate the best initiation ever.  This CASA child has 
been through more than 30 placements, and yet this wonderful man contin-
ues to advocate for him regardless of the situation.  This 17 yr old is bent on self destruction.  He is only 
thinking about the here and now and not the later on.  This courageous advocate refuses to give up on him.  
He and he alone has been the only consistent source of support in this childõs life since accepting his case on 
March 24, 2006.  This awesome advocate also advocates for a young developmentally delayed African 
American male, and a smoking 8 yr old.  Yes, CASA has been very good to this unique advocate in more 
ways than one.  It is very rare to watch a male mentoring to young men.  The way males communicate is 
quite astounding, and yet this advocate always finds a way to reach his CASA children.  CASA owes a debt 
of gratitude to this wonderful male advocate.  You have shown that whom much is given, much is required 
and CASA of Terrebonne thanks you for all of your hard work. 

Lafourcheôs Advocate of the Year 

Mona Hotchkiss 
 

Received this honor for her diligence on becoming a CASA and ac-
cepting the first case under the CASA of Terrebonneõs umbrella.  This 
was a huge honor for CASA of Lafourche, the Staff and Volunteers.  
She was one of the few volunteers that stuck with us through CASA of 
Lafourcheõs transition of management.  On August 22, 2007, she ac-
cepted her first case of 4 children who were at the time dispersed 
throughout Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes.  Her case now involves 5 children all under the 
age of 9!  While some may think it may be harder to bond with such young children with the 
youngest being one, she has a way of melting a childõs heart and making them feel so at ease.  Her 
dedication and commitment to her CASA children has been astounding comparable to no other.  
As her CASA children have gone through many transitions in the past two years with their case 
managers changing and being moved three times to different placements, this person has truly been 

the one consistent face that they have seen.  She manages to visit with all of her CASA children usually 
more than once a month and always thinks of them before visiting, bringing games, crafts, and colors.  She 
supports her CASA children by attending their basketball games and cheering for them in the stands.  She  



Angel of the Year 

Jane Williams, ADA 
 

Was described by Deanna, Program Coordinator, very hard to summarize how valu-
able she is to our CASA children.  An anagram was created to describe how great 
Jane is to our children. 
 
JñJustice at its best 
AñAngel for our children 
NñNeeded by our children 
EñEvery time I see her she is prepared 
 
WñWonderful at questioning with compassion and directions 
IñIntelligent 
LñLoving mom, wife and daughter 
LñListens 
AñAsk questions because she would never risk a childõs future by pretending to know what is going on 
MñMakes time to answer questions 
SñSimply awesome 
 
Please know that her role in court is to represent the state, not the children, but you would never know that by her 
dedication to them.  These children are not just a docket number to her; she knows they are heartbroken, scared 
and confused just like our own children would be.  Thank you Jane Williams from CASA and our CASA children. 

   Five Year Service Awards 
     

Maxine Carlos 
Susan Nelson 
Jeri Thompson 
Christy Moss 

Alaina Thomassie 
Joy Tingle 

knows every detail of their lives and only because she prioritizes their needs, sometimes pushing aside her personal 
commitments to make sure her CASA children know she is there for them.  She has observed almost every family 
visit that occurred in the beginning of her case to ensure she would have all of her facts ready for court. She has 
advocated for her CASA children BOLDLY in court, giving the judge more details regarding the childrenõs lives 
than any other person there!  This person has easily spent more than 20 hours a month on her case in most 
months.   
 Aside from the generous amount of time she puts into CASA, she still manages to hold a regular job, 
teach religion classes, care for her mother and visits her grandchildren in California regularly without missing a 
beat!  CASA wants to thank you Mrs. Mona for all of your hard work and dedication you give to CASA.     

 
 

In 2003, CASA of Terrebonne swore in 29 vol-
unteers, of that number 6 advocates remain ac-
tive to this day working on cases.  CASA of  
Terrebonne is very proud of these volunteers 
and all of their accomplishments.  Thank you for 
all of your hard work and dedication. 

Statement of Activities for the Year  

Ending December 31, 2008 
 

Revenue and Other Support   Expenses  
Grant Income   $313,637.85  Program Services $331,676.42 

Fundraisers   $34,673.10  Management  $45,809.09   

Patron Letter contributions $14,610.00  Fundraising  $10,234.70   

Misc. revenue  $26,645.86        
   

 Total   $389,566.81   Total            $387,720.21 



Donors providing Hope and Support for Abused and Neglected 

 

CASA Benefactors 
 

Café Milano     Southdown Bar & Grill   Samôs Club 

Home Depot     HTV     Oilstates 

International Offshore Services   Morris P. Hebert, Inc.   Import One of Houma 

Rig-Chem, Inc.     Roger McChargue Construction  St. Martin, Williams and Bourque 

T.S. Kearns & Co., CPA    Terrebonne General Medical Center The Quilting Niche, LLC   

Tuboscope, Inc.     Weatherford Gemoco   Occupational Medicine 

Wholesale Autoplex    Mr. & Mrs. Don Cobb   Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lapeyrouse 

Frank L. McNabb     Entergy     Beyer, Stagni & Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pellegrin   Schwab Orthodontics   Tim Emerson, Citi Smith Barney  

Gray Foundation     Mr. and Mrs. David Elmore  Summit Productions 

Mr. and Mrs. William Fortier   Gulf Island Fabrications   Houma OB-GYN Clinic 

Chapman Burguieres, Magnum Mud  Dr. Charon Gentile   Carl Lapeyrouse  

Houma Rotary     South LA Oilmen    Meka Productions 

Buquet Distributing Co.    Mike & Ellen Fakier   South Louisiana Bank 

Shelly Toups, Artistic Embroidery   Duplantis Design Group   Charter Communications 

 

80% 

3% 

1% 

16% 

 

CASA Sponsors 
 

Cannataôs     Castalanoôs    Michel Claudet    

Chet Morrison     Duval, Funderburk, Sundberry, Lovell & Watkins, APLC   

South Louisiana Electric Cooperative  Synergy Bank    HWC    

USI      Houma Distributors   Dr. & Mrs. James Barr 

Caldarera Group Insurance   Wal-Mart    Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Nelson 

Kurt Fakier     The Honorable & Mrs. Jude Fanguy Mr. & Mrs. Gary Palmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Frederick   Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Fry   Jerry Gautreaux 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Gueniot    Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hanemann  Cheryl Martino 

Marc Harris Insurance, LLC   Dr. & Mrs. Robert Haydel   Juneau Marine Refrigeration & A/C, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lee    Dr. & Mrs. Robert Quinilty  Weekly Want Ads 

Danna Schwab     Jessie Fabiano, Financial Investment Serv. Bourgeois & Associates, Inc. 

Mitch Thompson     Stire Office World   Southland Steel 

Kirby Inland Marine    Micheal Daigle    Mr. & Mrs. Pete Cavalier 

Mr. & Mrs. Williams Kinnard   Joseph Butler    U.S. Financial Corporation 

Donna Hutchinson    Copy and Camera   Delta Financial Services 

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Stathes    Curtis Briggs, Jr.    NSU Students 

Bergeron/Bonvillain-VFW    Mr. and Mrs. John Monteiro  Roy Beyer 

Richard Martin     Dr. Craig & Dr. Janice Naquin  Quality Shipyard 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Gamble   Mrs. Guy Waggenspack   Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Wood, Sr. 

Patrick Yancy     Suncoast Services, Inc.   Duval Funderburk 

Judith Blaise     Clara Brady    Mr. Joseph Butler, Jr. 

Morvant & Cavell, APLC    Capital One Bank    B.J. Services 

Circulation Tools     Quality Rental Tools   K&B Machine 

Red Fish Rentals     Global International   Alford Safety Services 

Gordon Dove     John Pierce, Quality Printing  Olive Garden 

Classic Cuisine Catering    Just For You Flower Shoppe  Attitudes-N-Designs 

Butterflies & Flowers Florist   Hearts Desire Florist   Mey Florist 

Edwina Galtier     L & N Food Store   Wing Stop in Thibodaux 

Cardiovascular Institute Staff    



 

 

 

M atthew Gets A dopted 
 

ñMatthew,ò  Mommy said softly.  ñYes, Mommy,ò he replied, not so softly.  ñDo you 

want me to tell you the story of how you were adopted?ò  Mommy asked.  ñYes, 

please!ò  Matt screamed.  Mommy and Matthew cuddled up in his bed, and Mommy 

told Matthew the special story of how and why he was adopted: 
 

Mommy began, ñWhen you were in Heaven with God before you were ever a baby, 

God asked you which Mommy and Daddy you wanted when you became a baby.  You 

looked at all the Mommies and Daddies in the world, and you picked us.  God said that 

you had made a great choice, but this Mommy has a broken belly.  He told you that 

most babies grow inside their Mommyôs tummies.  So if you wanted me as your 

Mommy, you would have to grow inside another girlôs belly first.  You said that was okay with you.  But you 

were worried about how you would find me ï or how I would find you- if you were in another girlôs belly.  

God smiled warmly at you and said that everything would be fine.  He tied us all together with gold string.  

Your heart, Mommyôs heart, and Daddyôs heart are all tied together with the gold string, and our hearts all beat 

the same.ò  Matthew interrupted Mommy at this point and added, ñAnd the dogs, too, are tied together with 

our hearts with the gold string?ò  Mommy laughed and said, ñYes, and the dogs, too.ò 
 

Mommy continued the story:  ñThen just before God sent you to the earth to be born, he whispered into my 

ear, óWait, Mommy, wait.  I am sending him to you.  Be patient.ô  I felt God whisper to me, and then I felt the 

string tied to my heart.  I didnôt even know who you were or where you were, but I knew you were there.  

Daddy knew it, too.  You lived with the other girl for four months, and then you came to us.  The moment we 

saw you, God whispered in my ear again, óItôs him.  Matthew is who you have been waiting for.ô  When 

Daddy held you, he felt your heart beating the same as his, and he felt the tug on his heart.  When Mommy 

held you, I knew you were mine ï the baby God told me to wait for.  And that is the story of how you were 

adopted by Mommy and Daddy.ò  Matthew gently leaned over and put his head in the crook of his Mommyôs 

arm.  He drew in a deep breath and said, ñAnd the dogs adopted me, too?ò  Mommy laughed again.  ñAnd the 

dogs, too.ò 

John D. Schoonenberg, APLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Richard 

Joann Thompson 

Gossen-Holloway & Associates 

Wiley Matherne, Community Bank  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Whipple 

Juana Woodard 

Kathryn Bourgeois 

Ana Lorena Kearns 

Harvey ñDrewò Peltier, III 

Kitty Gaharan 

Richard Weimer 

Houma-Thibodaux Spine & Rehab 

Linda Verzwyvelt 

Dr. & Mrs. Wes Magee 

Joanne Ferriot 

David Boudreaux 

Leslie Clement 

        Professional Law Corporation 

Terrebonne Recreation Center 

 d/b/a Creole Lanes 

Robin Conerly 

Foti Finance Staff 

Mid South Bank 

Nicholas Zeringue 

Patôs Flower & Gifts 

La Palma Restaurant 

    Friends Of CASA 

Leslie Clement, Jr. 

Maureen Franz 

Macro Financial 

Jennifer Stringer 

Mr. & Mrs. Wes Magee, III 

Sheila Poiencot 

Brewer Wholesale 

Susan Louviere 

Darrin Breaux 

Steven Sissac 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Stevens 

Leo Pitre 

Camille S. Babin 

Michael Flynn 

Darryl Christen, Christen & Associates 

Dr. & Mrs. Garland Aycock, Jr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Ray Cinnater 

Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Moss 

Kathleen /Ridley Gros 

Subway  

House of Flowers 

Heart to Heart 

Brooks Hebert 

Megan Hymel 

Chiliôs Bar & Grill 

Shop-N-Bag 

Potpourri 

Christine Hymel 

Michael & Dawn DôAngelo 

Gabriel & Loretta Aldape 

Todd Arcement 

Mr & Mrs. Barry Blackwell 

Claudia Braud 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Briggs 

Donald & Mary Callais 

Mona Martin Christen 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Defraites, Jr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Mike Flynn 

Kim Foret 

Mr. & Mrs. James Goodwin 

Castagnas, Goodwin & Associates 

Lance Kiley 

Mr. & Mrs. James Larke 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald LeBoeuf 

Bowl South of LA 

Mr. & Mrs. Adrian Matherne 

Douglas Ber 

Blooming Orchid 

Southern Elegance 

October Rose 

Honorable Jerome Barbera 

Ameriprise Financial Staff 

Drop-In Lube & Car Wash 

A&A Awards 

Brenda Dupre 

 



309 Goode Street, Suite D 

P. O. Box 824 

Houma, LA 70361 
 

Phone: 985-876-0250 

Fax: 985-876-0286 

Email: casaofterrebonne@live.com 

web address: www.casaofterrebonne.org 

For More Information, Contact: 

Darcey Callais 

Thibodaux Region OCS 

1416 Tiger Drive 

Thibodaux, LA 70301 

985-449-5055 

Photo taken: 2/09 

This document was published at a cost of $.  450 copies of this document were pub-

lished in its first printing of a cost of $.  This document was published by CASA of 

Terrebonne, Inc. 309 Goode Street, Suite D,  P.O. Box 824 Houma,  

Louisiana 70361 to provide information regarding the CASA program.  Printing of 

this material was purchased in accordance with the provisions of Title 43 of the  

Louisiana Revised Statutes. 




